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all the nations which I brought here and I assure you that
all the Indians have returned home as contented as anyone
could wish. But unhappily for me this-was on condition
that I would return again among them for a year. They
have even fixed my winter quarters in the upper part of
the Mississippi among the Sioux and Sauteux. Although
so long a voyage would be repugnant to me I feared, Sir,
to displease you if I refused Captain Deases orders, in con-
sequence I prepared two canoes to return and take the
management of all your Indian children in the South. But
in the hope Sir, that you would permit me to return next
yvear to Canada, where I would be able to render account
myself of my conduct. I will give you no detail of the bad
treatment which I received in this place from the Traders.
I will leave this to Mr. Dease who will give you an exact
account. I can only assure you Sir that the high opinion
which they had of me when they addressed themselves to
Your Honor and asked you to send me to make peace
among the nations was a plan on their part. They doubt-
less depended that T would do as the others had done before
me who for small trips have led the department into ex-
traordinary expenses.

Is it then possible to believe that, with thirteen small
bales of goods that I had brought with me and which I had
received from Captain Byrne, I could speak to all the dif-
ferent villages and that [ should be mistaken in having
made the treaty with the Indians. I hope Sir that your
opinion will alone be my judge and that justice will plead
my cause on this occasion. It is true that I bought a little
tobacco and wheat to send to the Indians at Michilimakinac
but this was indispensibly necessary. Now that I have
given you an exact detail of my conduct it only rests with
me to give you the numbers in the different villages I
passed.

1st village of Arbre Croche.................... 260 men
The villages of the Puants altogether......... 340
The village of the Foxes... .................... 300 ¢

The villages of the Saques..................... 700 <



